SATURDAY, 30 DECEMBER 1944
CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER

CHINA THEATER (Fourteenth Air Force): 4 B-24s damage a bridge W of
Kengtung, China while 2 others NE of Thanh Moi, French Indochina, damage a
bridge, railroad tracks, and 40+ boxcars. 40+ P-51s and P-40s on armed
reconnaissance attack targets of opportunity at several points including

areas around Mong Nawng, Man Pong, and Mong Long, Burma; and Ka-chun,
Shanhsien, Ichang, and Shayang, China.

INDIA-BURMA THEATER (Tenth Air Force): In Burma, 12 P-47s knock out and
damage bridges at Man Pwe, Ho-hko (2 bridges), and Inailong; 17 B-25s blast a
troop and supply area at Kyatpyin; 28 P-47s and P-38s hit troops, supplies,

and areas of enemy activity at Myethin, Manna, Nanponpon, Lawa, Sabenago,
Hmattawmu, and Hosi. Transports complete 338 sorties to forward areas. 4

B-25s continue a single-plane offensive reconnaissance over communications

lines during the night of 30/31 Dec.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 2 missions are flown.
Mission 770: 1,315 bombers and 572 fighters are sent to attack rail and
communications targets in W Germany; 4 bombers and 2 fighters are lost:
1. 526 B-17s are dispatched to hit marshalling yards at Kassel (314) and
Mannheim (181); 9 other hit a targets of opportunity; 3 B-17s are lost and 37
damaged; 24 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 301 of 325 P-51s; 2 are lost
(pilots MIA).

2.414 B-17s are sent to hit rail bridges at Bullay (72) and Kaiserslautern
(72) and the marshalling yard at Bischoffsheim (35); secondary targets are
the marshalling yards at Kaiserslautern (144) and Mainz (45); and 25 hit the
city of Kassel; 1 B-17 is lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 24 damaged; 12
airmen are KIA and 6 MIA. Escort is provided by 144 of 154 P-51s without
loss.

3. 369 B-24s are sent to hit rail bridges at Altenahr (61), Auskirchen

(91), and Irlich (58), the Irlich rail bridge (58), the Remagen Bridge (57)
and the marshalling yard at Mechernich (87); 1 B-24 is damaged. The escort is
63 of 72 P-47s without loss.

4. 6 of 6 B-17s fly a screening mission.

5.20 of 21 P-51s fly a scouting mission.

Mission 771: 8 B-24s and 3 B-17s drop leaflet in the Netherlands,
Luxembourg and Germany during the night.

TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Ninth Air Force): Weather forces the recall and
cancellation of the 9th Bombardment Division and IX Tactical Air Command
missions; the XXIX Tactical Air Command (Provisional) flies armed



reconnaissance over the battle area and around Wallersheim, Germany and the
XIX Tactical Air Command covers large areas of France, Belgium, and Germany
hitting numerous ground targets and supports the US III, VIII, and XII Corps

in the Saint-Hubert and Bastogne, Belgium and the Diekirch, Luxembourg areas.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO)

TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Twelfth Air Force): In Italy, medium bombers
concentrate a major effort on rail line running N to the Brenner Pass,

hitting a fill at Dolce and bridges at Calliano, Ala, and Santa Margherita
d'Adige, and ammunition dump at Bologna; fighter-bombers blast road bridges,
support the US Fifth Army SE of La Spezia, and hit bridges in the Mantua and
Modena areas; during the night of 29/30 Dec, A-20s hit targets of opportunity
at numerous N Italian locations, including Ghedi Airfield, and a train S of
Mantua.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA (POA)

AAFPOA (Seventh Air Force): 14 Saipan Island-based B-24s bomb Iwo Jima
Island which is hit again over an almost 7-hour period during the night of
30/31 Dec by 9 B-24s singly operating from Guam Island.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA [SWPA, Far East Air Force (FEAF)]: In the principal
action of the day, fighter-bombers pound airfields in the C Philippine

Islands, N Borneo, and N and SW Celebes Island while B-25s hit a barge
anchorage and supplies at Haroekoe Island. Smaller strikes by B-25s, B-24s,

and fighter-bombers are flown against shipping, oil targets, airfields, and

targets of opportunity throughout the Philippine Islands and the Netherland

East Indies. HQ 322d Troop Carrier Wing is activated at Hollandia, New

Guinea. Units moving from Leyte Island to San Jose, Mindoro Island: HQ 3d
Bombardment Group (Light) and the 8th, 13th, 89th and 90th Bombardment
Squadrons (Light) from Dulag with A-20s; HQ 49th Fighter Group and the 7th
and 9th Fighter Squadrons from Tacloban with P-38s; and HQ 58th Fighter Group
from San Roque.



